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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
 

“The beautiful thing about learning is that no one can take it away from you.” 
B.B. King 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be Pampered Evening 
At 

Gatton Hall, Royal Alexandra & Albert School, Gatton Park, 
Reigate, Surrey, RH2 0TD 

 

Wednesday 20th May from 7.00pm 
Mini treatments from £6 

Manicures - Pedicures 
Cosmetic Surgery Consultations – Hot Stones Massage 

Manicures – Spray Tans – Brow Shaping – etc. 
 

Various Stalls 
Jewellery – Clothes – Handbags - Gifts  

Entrance ticket £5 pre-purchased or £7 on the door. 
  Entrance fee includes glass of Pimms plus a free fabulous goody bag 

Pre booking advised but not essential 
Tickets can be purchased at reception at Royal Alexandra & 

Albert School 
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WHOLE SCHOOL 
 

Partnership with Parents 
 

Saturday 09 May from 09:15-10:00 
in the Connaught Library of Gatton Hall 

This meeting is specifically for the agenda items postponed from 18th April. 
The Founders’ Day Ceremony & Prize giving follow this meeting at 10:30. 

 

‘Partnership with Parents’ is a forum for RAAS parents to discuss school issues of 
mutual interest. All parents are very welcome at these meetings. If you would like 
to join the PwP mailing list, please mail me at ‘PaulJOHNSTONE@gatton-park.org.uk’ 
with PWP MAILING as the subject line. As well as general items raised, coming  

                                            discussions will provide opportunity to speak to teachers including our Heads of Year. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

 

Chaplain’s 300 
Fifth Week of Easter 

 

The devastation to families this week in Nepal is on a scale 
unimaginable to most of us living in the bubble which is 
Gatton, Surrey. The numbers of lives lost and people directly 
affected is roughly equivalent to eighty RAAS communities. It 
has been a week filled with the themes of mortality when you 
include the adamant perseverance of Indonesia through long-
scheduled executions of drug traffickers, the loss of 
adolescents in despair over the unchecked activities of 

bullies, and personal encounters with men and women directing the conclusion of their lives 
to the benefit of others in a hundred ways. The calm acceptance and cooperation with nature 
which many exhibit at this point is a guiding lesson to all who know them. I said at two 
assemblies this week that we should not be like many Westerners who postpone 
confrontation with these realities, and appear nonplussed and unprepared. We need a belief, 
or at least, a regularly revised working hypothesis, about our ultimate purpose. Whether this 
is drawn from a religious framework or stems from atheism, it needs to be in place. An ideas 
vacuum about this has a wasteful, negative effect on us. And if we are not atheists, we need, 
secondly, words from a tradition to lean upon and lead us. There is a direct connection 
between the use of language and assimilating what our religious traditions describe as 
‘mysteries’. It is interesting that much scepticism about spiritual realities reveals zero concept 
of what is meant by a ‘mystery’. Mystery is not the same as mystification, and it certainly has 
nothing to do with superstition. Lastly, with an active belief, and some knowledge from the 
human experience of thousands of years, we shall know what not to say and what words to 
offer to others.  I have always found the tendency of Christians to apply the resurrection like 
a band aid to these matters rather offensive. The Resurrection is itself a mystery. It cannot 
be engaged without knowledge and full attention. Its historic roots show sane and normal 
people who had handled a dead body suddenly convinced that it was transformed. The 
impulse of their convictions is evident in history. It cannot be dismissed by superficial quips 
and lightweight references. 
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Mrs Anders runs the London Marathon 

 

From non-runner to marathon runner in 6 months 
aged 62 
 
“I entered the London Marathon ballot – a bucket list, 
senior moment thing. I then forgot all about it until, on 
1st October, friends on Facebook started posting that 
they were ‘IN’. The postman came bearing the red 
Virgin magazine and to my amazement, shock and to 
some extent utter horror, I too was ‘IN’.  
 
Training started with a 5k Parkrun. The furthest I had 
run in British Military Fitwalk (Cheam) was a half a 
mile. In February I completed the Hampton Court Half 
Marathon, in March I ran the Silverstone Race Track 
Half Marathon and later that month the Cranleigh 21 
mile run.  
 
On Sunday 26th April I finally ran the London 
Marathon in a total of 5 hours. It was a great 
experience! 
 

Stables News 
 

For the first riding lesson back in the new term a variety of students took 
part in Handy Pony lessons. The lesson was made up of a range of 
obstacles in which the students competed to get around the fastest. All 
the students who took part in the fabulous Handy Pony lessons have 
been given a certificate to take home!  
 
During the Easter holidays, Luke Townsend competed at the Blue Chip 
Show Jumping Championship. The standard was very high and in some 
classes there were over 120 riders. So the pressure was on! Luke and 
Achilles had one of the fastest times in the JD JC class but sadly rolled a 
pole. He also qualified for the second round indoors on his own pony, 
Hero, but unfortunately it seemed that it was a weekend of rolling poles 
so no ribbons were won.  
 
In two weeks we have our students who took part in the Jumping Clinic 
last half term going to Felbridge Show Ground to compete in an 
Unaffiliated Show Jumping Competition. This will be a new experience 
for some of our pupils who have never been to Felbridge. We wish those 
pupils the best of luck and hope that they enjoy their day out with the 
Stables Team.  
 
Scarlett Millar in Y7 said the following: “From the Jumping Clinic I have 
learned a lot of new skills and tricks. On the first day I had so much fun in 
my group, I improved on my position and my ability to judge the jumps. In 
the clinic we had 3 jumping lessons and on the 10th May we will be going 
to a competition which I am really looking forward to!”  



 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Recently, Jade Armitage-Hughes qualified for the Crickland’s Show Jumping event at the David Broome Event 
Centre in Wales. The competition is the Winter League Finals and took place at the end of last week. The event is a 
three day Show Jumping Competition aimed at senior riders. Jade jumped in 2 classes, 75cm and 85cm. After a long 
weekend, Jade managed to come back with six rosettes at different placing out of a large numbers of competitors – 
“I would like to say a big thank you to Eileen and Rebecca who are BTEC students with me for their support and help 
prior to the competition. I would also like to thank the Stables Team for taking the time to enable me to compete at 
such an opportunity and a life time experience. I am so glad that I came back to the school as it has given me 
experiences I would never have anywhere else.” - The Stables Team would like to congratulate Jade for her 
achievements. Whilst we were at the event we bumped into an old student who attended the school 10 years ago – 
she commented on how much the stables have developed since she joined the school and also commented on how 
lovely our horses are! 

 

While we were away, one of our riding instructors, Angela, rand the second Pony Club session. One of our students, 
Lucinda in Y7 commented on how thrilled she is with the lessons so far: “In the Pony Club we have improved our 
riding skills on transitions, pole work and diagonals. We have also learnt about poisonous plants, points of the pony 
and perfect paddocks. We hope that by learning these skills we will earn more badges. So, on behalf of all the Pony 
Club members, we would like to thank the stables for setting up such a great experience.”  
 
Maria in Y7, who has come to the school from Spain, said “I wanted to say how much I am enjoying my time doing 
Pony Club. I really enjoy it because I learn new things and if I don’t understand something because of my language 
barrier I am always helped by the instructor who explains so I can understand. In the theory lesson we learnt about 
lots of things to do with horses and what they are allergic to, how to groom them and lots more stuff. We do it in a fun 
way which enables me to understand everything/ at the start of the year I had never ridden a horse before and now I 
have learnt lots about horses which is all thanks to this Riding Centre”.  

In May this year some of the school’s riders will be going to the Royal 
Windsor Horse Show. They will be competing in the renowned NSEA 
Interschool Show Jumping Competition. The Royal Windsor Horse Show 
is one of the UK’s largest equestrian events with over 3000 horses and 
ponies competing. There will be a school team competing at the event. 
We wish our team the best of luck.  
At the end of June the Stables are holding an NSEA Show Jumping event 
for both external and internal riders. The event is an NSEA Grassroots 
Qualifier which has a variety of classes from 40cm – 70cm. This event is 
a great opportunity for all of our students to take part and gain new 
experiences. The riders in the school who have their own ponies are 
more than welcome to come to the event and make their own team or 
even jump alone. If there are a group of friends you ride with outside of 
school why not come together and make a team. There will be a 10 
pound charge on top of entry fees to be added to the RAAS NSEA team 
list.  Please contact the stables via email if you are interested on 
stables@gatton-park.org.uk. Schedules and entry forms are available on 
the NSEA website and also on the school website at www.raa-
school.co.uk/equestrian_centre.asp   
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JUNIOR SCHOOL 

 

Star of the Week 

Summer Term 

Week 2 

 

3C Maya Komy For being a sensible and helpful member of the 

class. 

4M Jasmine Spary  For an improvement in her level of effort in 

written work and concentration in class.  

5S Amelia Chambers  For enthusiastically participating in all lessons.  

5W David Martin For maintaining excellent behaviour in every 

lesson every day. 

6P Livia Piner For exceptional work during maths this term. 

6L Salisa Gurung For being an excellent role model to the rest of 

the class.  

 

The Golden Book 

Spring Term 

Week 2 

 

Joshua Bowring 3C For writing some great compound sentences in 

Literacy. 

Cameron McCarthy 3C For working well independently in Literacy. 

Yasmin Jones 3C For excellent work on telling the time.  

Ben Lehain 4M For excellent use of dialogue and descriptive 

language for describing a part of a story in 

literacy 

Adam Bostel 

Thomas Bickell 

Henry Cosby  

4M For getting full marks (50/50) in a place value 

assessment in numeracy   

Izzy Knight  5S Great work on the Victorians in History. 

Jessica Thorne  5S Great work on solving multi-step word problems 

in maths.   

Luke Betts 5W For demonstrating natural acting talent and 

effort in learning his lines. 

Cody McCarthy 5W For very clear narration in our Victorian 

assembly. 

Declan Shadrach 6P For brilliant ideas in history. 

Barnaby Mann 6P For excellent work with probability in maths. 

Millie Bright 6L For fantastic effort in numeracy.  

Joshua Taylor 6L For producing an outstanding piece of pop art. 
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SENIOR SCHOOL 
 

 

Y5 Victorian Day Experience - Friday 8 May 2015 
 
We have recently started our new History topic on the Victorians and as a result we have 
organised a trip to Guildford Museum for a ‘Victorian Day Experience’. The trip will take 
place on Friday 8 May.   
 
Guildford Museum has recreated a Victorian classroom facility where children dress in 
Victorian costume and follow a Victorian style role play recreation.  Activities include: 
Recitation, Physical Drill, Object lesson/needlework and Copperplate handwriting. 
 
Children are asked to come to school on the day dressed in traditional period clothing to 
really get into character. 
 
Below are examples of traditional Victorian dress for boys and girls. 
 
Boys:- Black/Grey trousers, shorts or breeches – white/grey shirt – waistcoat – flat cap. 
Girls:- Black/Grey long dress, black/grey skirt with white/grey blouse – pinafore – bonnet. 
 
We will be travelling to and from Guildford Museum by coach, leaving school at 8:45am and 
arriving back at approximately 2:45pm. Children will be provided with a packed lunch from 
the school dining hall.   
 
The cost of this trip will be £14.00 per child.  
 
If you would like your child to attend this event please complete the consent form, return it 
to Fiona Mallinson in the Junior School Office and make payment via your WisePay 
account (our preferred payment method) by Monday 4 May at the latest. 
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me either through the Junior 
School Office or at katiespencer@gatton-park.org.uk  
 
Yours faithfully 
 

Katie Spencer  
Year 5 Teacher 

Life Survival Skills  
 

All pupils in years 5 and 6 are doing Life Survival Skills this half term. Please could they bring the 
following with them to each swimming lesson: long sleeved shirt, long sleeved jumper and long 

trousers, plus a plastic bag to put this wet kit into? Please also remember their swimming costumes! 
Please note that the children will be taking their tests this week.  

Prep Projects  
 
 
Prep Projects to be handed out 4 May with a due date 15 May: 
 

• Year 7 Citizenship Prep Project 

• Year 8 Drama Prep Project 

• Year 9 Reading Prep Project 
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Assessment Weeks 2015 
 
The main school formal written assessment week for all pupils in Years 7-10 has now successfully run 
and any feedback on the information provided and the organisation of the week is welcomed.    Practical 
class based assessments for Design Tech, Art, Music, P.E., ICT, Drama, French & Spanish listening are 
still underway this week i.e. 27 April until Sat 2 May inclusive.  Results for all assessments will be sent 
home 22 May and KS3 will start working through the papers during their lessons prior to this date. 
 
 

Kathryn Hobbs – Deputy Head 
kathrynhobbs@gatton-park.org.uk  

Canoe Trip Report 
 

The canoe trip last Sunday was great fun. When we arrived at Dapdune Wharf we unloaded the canoes 
and put them together. Then we split into groups and took the canoes into the water. After that we 
paddled up the river and at the end we had lunch. Then we took the river back and on the way we played 
games and I saw my Mum and Dad outside Debenhams. Then we did some races on the way back to 
Dapdune Wharf. Next we emptied out the canoes and loaded them on to the trailer. I really enjoyed the 
day! 
 

By Joshua Last 
Y7 

Surrey Schools U13 (Y8) Rugby Finals  
 

RAAS 26 Thamesmead School 22 
 
RAAS were the eventual winners in the evenly matched final. Thamesmead started with more 
determination and took a 12 point lead. Crucially, RAAS scored a converted try before half time, making it 
12 – 7 at the break.  
 
Gatton finally got going in the second half and scored 3 tries in the corner, 2 of which were converted with 
wonderful kicks. Thamesmead though were not finished and stepped up the pressure and scored a 
further 2 tries. With minutes to go RAAS held a 4 point lead.  
 
Thamesmead could not break through and when the referee signalled final play, RAAS won the line out 
and put the ball into touch, causing jubilation from the players and supporters. 
 
Tries:    Conversion: 
Silver Franscois x 2  Kieran Green x 3 
Kyran Bostel 
Luke 
Beattie 
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SIXTH FORM NEWS 

Team's Twice-weekly Training Regime Leads to Football Triumph 

After an unbeaten league season, the Royal Alexandra and Albert School Sixth Form football team 
were victorious with a 3-2 win against Glyn School in the Emerging Sports Sixth Form final in April.  
 
Earlier in the season, the Royal Alexandra and Albert School team had beaten Glyn School 9-4 in a 
league match. This, combined with seven other wins in the season, meant that the Royal Alexandra 
and Albert team were confident ahead of the final.  
 
However, the match did not go exactly as planned, with Glyn School scoring within the first few minutes 
of play. Although Glyn School dominated the first half, the Royal Alexandra and Albert School team 
were undeterred and did not give up. They equalised with a 30-yard strike goal from Year 13 student, 
Harry Avis, but the game had to go into extra time.  
 
It was a hard fought match but the team showed character and put their training into action. The team 
has trained twice a week since the beginning of the School year in September. Although their training 
sessions were gruelling, the team knew it was key to their success in the season.  
 
Team Captain, De-Aun Lodge, a Year 13 boarder, said, “We did a lot of training before and during the 
season. It really pushed us. In the end, it paid off because we were prepared to keep playing.” 
 
Harry, the top scorer of the match, scored a second goal in extra time with a free kick from 25 yards to 
win the game. He agrees that the extra effort put in during training was crucial to their win, “Our coach 
said that we looked fresher than the Glyn School team during extra time. It was tough having to play 
120 minutes of football. We were exhausted by the end of the 90 minutes but had to carry on if we 
wanted that win. Our preparation beforehand really helped us get through it.”  
 
The team coach, Mr Matt Walkowiak, said of the boys’ performance, “They have worked extremely 
hard to get to where they are, and I’ve been very impressed that they have been continuously 
enthusiastic. I pushed them in their training sessions but they didn’t complain. They are a talented 
squad and I’m so pleased their hard work paid off with a win in the final.” 
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                   FOOTBALL 
 

FIXTURE RESULT MAN of the MATCH 

DISTRICT CUP FINALS    

Year 8 vs Oxted RAAS  2  Oxted  3    

Year 11 vs Oakwood RAAS  2  Oakwood  3    

SIXTH FORM CUP 
FINAL 

  

vs Glyn RAAS  3  Glyn  2 (AET)       Harry Avis 

 
 

FINAL DISTRICT LEAGUE POSITIONS 2014/15 

Year 7     Sixth 

Year 8          Winners 

Year 9           Seventh 

Year 10 Winners 

Year 11 Winners 
 

 

 
 

RUGBY 
 

FIXTURE RESULT MAN of the MATCH 

SURREY COUNTY CUP  
FINALS 

  

Year 11  vs St Bedes RAAS  42    St Bedes 24      Gareth Stephens: Andreas Lawrence 

SENIOR SCHOOL SPORTS 

RESULTS 
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Year 8 vs Thamesmead RAAS  26 Thamesmead 
22   

   

 

 
 

FIXTURE RESULT MAN of the MATCH 

 
Year 9 vs 
Reigate  

 
Reigate:- 45 runs for 6 wickets 20 overs 
 
RAAS 46 runs for 3 wickets 7 overs 
 

Win for RAAS by 7 wickets 
 
 
 

    
 

 
 

  

 


